GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 
uv Kupartial Awestigators .. 


| WAVE WE NOT ALLONE FATHER... HATH NOT. ONE GOD CREATED. DS.iMALACHH, 20 





ITOR, 

Swa,r—As there has been a Bible-class re- 
cently! formed in this village, for the parpose 
of illustrating and explaining the Scriptures:; 
why would it not be well, as there are not far 
from three thousand Nos. issued from the press 
weekly,, and probably four or five thousarid 
readers, to give publicity to some of the expla- 
nations in the Advocate ? 

The conductors of these‘meetings, I think, 
can have no objections to this course, as it will 
be the means of giving instruction to so great 
a multitude. e shall endeavour to give the 
import or substance of some of their explana- 
tions, according to our best recollection. 


It will be understood that the principal con- 
ductor of these méetings, or this : Bible class” 
(so ¢alled) is a clergyman of the Presbyteriap 
order. The meeting is opened and-closed by 
prayer ; a chaprer fs muroduced for explana- 
tion, commencing at the beginning : each per- 
son present, who feels disposed, recites or 
reads a verse, and gives his or her own expla- 
nation. The minister insists that the greatest 
freedom be observed—that each one give their 
own explatiation according to their own judg- 
ment and interpretation of the passage. "Tis 
true there aré many who attend these meet- 
ings, who seem to have no judgment or opinion 
of their own. They can say Yes, and No, as 
they have heard others; arid when the minis- 
ter contradicts or differs, they can blush, and 
appear amazingly iiortified ; and that is about 
all. ' 


But we will notice the exposition of the mi- 
nister, after the reading, and explanation of 
averse in St. Johi’s Gospel, Sth chap. 5ist 
verse by a lad about ten or twelve years of age, 
The boy reads * Verily, verily I say unto you, 
if aman keep my saying; he shall never. see 
death.” Wery well, says the minister. What 
are wéto understand by this death 1—he shall 
never see death— He‘shall not be cast into hell, 
the boy replies: Very well says the minister, 
and why is this the meaning of the death?’ Ts 
it not because the Saviduif could mean no other 
death? He could not mean natural or tempo- 
ral death, because they all die this death, 
whether they keep Christ’s saying or not.— 
Again—He could not mean spiritual death, 





for all are bint ste ads Fae Saviour could 
not mean that, ifany man kept his. saying, he 
should. not know what oui death was. 
We all know what spiritual death. is,—all 
mankind die this death; it myst, therefore, ~ 
refer to future punishment” He farther con- 
tinues by reciting Greek text on the last 
and giving his own rendering—*“ He 

shall not see death forever.” He now. draws 
his conclusion from his own rendering, that 
the death spoken of by the Saviour, unequigo- 
cally implied eternal. death in a future, state. 
Now here was’ the why, the wherefore, the 
argument and the,conclusion. This concur» 
sion from this reasoning, undoubtedly appear- 
ed to many unavoidable; and a bard text for 
a Universalist. Some whispering at this time, 
occasionally turning the eye. towards one,who 
was present,—'‘ Ay, that’s a hard rub for him; 
I wonder how he gets along with that ?” We 
are ready to acknowledge and aver, that fair 
and logical arguments, deduced from just and 
legitimate premises, is what intelligent Uni 
versalists highly approve of ; and if such arga- 
ments bear against the doctrine they ulieen, 
it isto them a matier of great concern... But 
bare assertions without proof, or even reasons, 
drawn from false premises, are, in owt estimg- 
tion, harmless things. 4 

We will endeavour to. show the fallacy of 
the minister’s reasoning peal decision on 
the e under ocushiecaiton: . Suppose 
then we admit that allmankind are, or have 
been spiritually dead ; does this- convey th 
idea that the transgressor, cannot, die a spiritu- 
al death again, before the dissolution.of the 
bad} Could not the saying of the. Saviour 

ply, the second death, and that,, too, prewi- 
ous to the natural death of the body ? men 
not some represe in. scripture, as ‘twice 
dead” in this pate of being ? . It will be re- 
collected that the aproar did not say, as the 
minister represented, that if a man oo 
saying, he sould not know , what spiritual 
death was. The Saviour makes no statement 
rpepecuig a knowledge of death.. He says-—— 
“Ifa man keep my saying, he shall never, see 
death ;” i. e he shall not see deat pantong or 
while he continues to k y saying. The 
death spoken of, undoubtedly referred to the 
same death 60 frequently spoken of th 
the scriptures, in consequence 6! 
and aliehution ftom the living God, the life 
and Saviour of the wotld; call this death by 
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what nage .you please. Ifa person refuses to 

keipibe ie ing of Christ, he refuses the say- 

a isdom. Solomon says, ‘* Whoso find- 

“>. eth me,a e, Wisdom, findeth life; but he 

that sinneth against me, i. e. Wisdom, wrong- 

eth his ows soul ;°all they that hate me, i. e. 
Wisdom, love death.” *'f'o be carnaily mind- 
ed is death.””’ He who refuses to obey the 
voice of Wisdom, loves death rather than life. 
* The wages of sin is‘death,” saith the apos- 
tle, and the “soul that sinneth, it shall die,” 
saith the prophet. 

By the death spoken of in these passages, is 
undoubtedly implied the same that is,in the 
saying of Christ, “ he shall never see death.” 
If eternal death is implied, then the while 
human family is involved in eternal death, 
without the possibility of an escape, or truth 

- “must be violated, +‘ for all have sinned,” there 
is no other alternative. To imtroduce a con- 
dition after a penalty is incurred for the pur- 
pose of preventing the execution of that penalty, 
‘is as absurd, as vain, as foolish, as silly, as it 
“mow would be to introduce one to Jesse Strang, 
for the purpose of preventing or avoiding the 
execution of that penalty which he has incur- 
red. 

We will now examine the text according to 
the tminister’s own rendering, ‘‘he shall not 
see death forever ;’’ and see then if we shall 
be under the necessity of receiving his decis- 
jon asa dernier and unavoidable conclusion. 

’ "The reader will bear in mind, that the Saviour 
had just said, verse 35th, “ And the” servant 
abideth not in the house forever, but the son 
abideth ever.” Did the Saviour here mean to 
imply that the servant abideth not in the 
house to“all eternity, but that the son abideth 
in the house to all eternity? If not, then the 
conclusion does not follow irresistibly, that 
the death spoken of by the Saviour immedi- 
ately after, in the 5lst verse implies a death 
endless in duration. See also Ex. xxi. 6.— 
Deut. xv. 17; where the same words for ever 
are employed in a limited sense. The Saviour 
then could say, ‘Ifa man keep my saying, he 
shall not see death for ever;” without even 
referring to a future state. Neither would 
this necessarily exclude the idea of a glorious 
and endless immortality, when this mortal 
shall have-put on immortality. I forbear to 
remark further for want of room. In my next 
communication, I purpose to introduce the 

anation and remarks of the minister, breth- 
ren and sisters, at their next meeting, on Ist 
Cor. xv. 22,** Asin Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive.” 


Elbridge, August 19, 1827. A; C. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
Mr. Epirtor, 
~ "Phe following is a copy of a letter handed 
to the Masonick . 





dge in the village of El- | 


conduct ofthe Managers of the tion of 


b¥idge, im consequence: of roc. 
St. John’s, 1827. worthy a 


If you consider 


place in.your useful columns you ye at liberty 
‘to give it publicity accompanred With your re- 
marks. ne 
Worshipful Master, Wardens, and Brethren : 

Having a very exalted opinion of be prin- 
of the 


aibdonas 


ciples of Masonry, and being a mem 
fraternity. I have ever felt deeply in 

its progress, believing it is calculated Jo 
vate the social affections, and render 
blessing to his fellow man. But whenever I 
diseover its members pursuing 9 course. indi- 
vidually or in their official capacit?, whith is 
calculated to wound the feelings of a brother 
without cause, duty compels me to!beek 
redress. StL 

I entered your Lodge on the day of célebra- 
tion in the village of Elbridge, and ‘when the 
Marshal read the Order of the day) and: the 
clergy were called, I considered all the preach- 
ers of the gospel who were present, embraced 
in the proclamation. I accordingly took my 
station as on former occasions, thinking all 
was well, But, as I had not been introduced 
to the Orator of the day, and from discovering 
a coldness, as well as shyness, in the .Master; 
brother Wueexrenr, I concluded I shad not 
understood the word “ Clergy,” as I ought; 
or otherwise the worshipful, . with the: others 
composing the committee of arrangement, con- 
sidered my opinion reepcoting Gud’e universal 
ben@volence so dangerous, that, my presence 
would disgrace the clergy,* and on. inquiry, I 
received an answer from brother. Wheeler, 
that he had been consulted on the subject, and 
thought it best for me to take .a)station some | 
where else. But as no place had been allotted 
me, I felt a delicacy, and durst not; thrust a 
brother out of his rank, or become an humble 
suplicant, that I might obtain liberty.as.an 
out-cast, to disgrace the ranks of my brethren 
whom I considered on a LeveL, ‘even: with 
Clerical dignity ! Thus situated, L.concladed 
my wisest step would be to leave. the proces- 
sion, and not give offence to any, I wassaon 
asked. why I did not appear in. my _statien ? 
Mortified at such an interrogation, and_ too 
proud to acknowledge that I wag not worthy 
to bo ausociated. with tho clergy; I therefore 
waived the subject, and evaded a direct auswer 
until I could address you on the subject ; which 
liberty I now take. 

Brethren: To use the language of the Ora- 
tor of the day, J am not faulting the principles 
of Masonry in this appeal to your body. 5 ‘nel- 
ther would I implicate the whole Lodge ; for 
Tam too well acquaintedwith many. of its 





* Fhave since been informed, that the Orator of the 
day, Rev, Mr. Pomeroy, of Cayuga, had refused to 
officiate if I was permitted to take my station among 
the clergy. 
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members, and’ ‘théy are among my warmest 
friends. But I do most justly and dispassion- 
ately; enter my protest against the management 
on that’ day. {reprobate that narrow, con-. 
tracted spirit, that is opposed to every tender 
sympathy of human nature; and; while it 
makes those petty disturbances in our own 
order, it is calculated at this juncture, when 
publick feelings are much agitated, to render 
us, as Masons, despicable in the eyes of the 
world... And if brethren are determined to 
swerve from the principles they profess, so far 
as my. character asa preacher, and a 4 
is impeached, and I.am insulted, it shall not 
be. done with impunity. ; and while 1 thus vin- 
dicate my own Tileanee if 1 have trespassed 
against a brother, I feel disposed to ask forgive- 
ness. If you consider this subject worthy 
your notice in the Lodge; and think perfect 
justice has been done me, then I cannot expect 
any acknowledgement of wrong from. the 
brethren concerned in the transaction If 
you: consider the communication unworthy 
your notice, I shall take the liberty to, publish 
it tothe world. ‘ 
ISAAC WHITNALLB, R. A. 

P. S. As I have received no communica- 
tion from the Lodge to which this was address- 
ed, I would inform those concerned, that if 
they consider I have done any injustice to 
them, or the principles of Masonry, in my 
communication, they can have the privilege 
of communicating their complaint to the world, 
thro’ the same snedium in which this appears, 
by addressing their communication .to the 
Editor of the Gospel Advocate, and Impartial 
Investigator, Auburn. I. W. 


REMARKS ON THE FOREGOING. 


Ilowever much. we may deprecate the evil conduct 
of those who had the management of the above affair ; 
and however sincerely we may sympathize with our 
worthy brother whose feelings have been outraged in 
so flagrant a manner; it ‘is nevertheless with some 
reluctance that we give the above article a place in 
our columns, .This.reluctance, however, does not 
arise from any disposition on our part to. screen the 
offenders from the contempt they.so justly merit; but 
from the consideration that there are already charges 
enough laid at the door of masonry, without adding to 
thenumber an evil deed so flagrant in its nature, and 
so ruinous.in its effects upon the institution. 

While our country, from Georgia to Maine, re- 
sounds with the details of a transaction, unparalleled 
in the annals of crime——while the charge of blood and 
deliberate murder is urged against the inscitution of 

‘masonry, asa reason why it should be discountenan- 
ced and despised, we should think the fraternity might 
at leastabstain from that partiality, and that cruelty, 
whith they profes? toabhor. But, strange as it may 
and will appear, the spirit Of desolation and ruin seems 
to have taken up its residence within the sanc/um sanc- 
forum of the order, Itis not enough that the laws of 





our country have been violated in a strange and “my 
terious manner—the institution must be branded with 
a violation of the only principle which can sustain.it! 

While masonry recognizes no sectarian principles— 
while it professes the virtue of heavenly equality ; the 
petty dogmas of asect, whose founder was a murderer, 
entitle “the orator ofthe day” to the partial favour 
of the “committee of arrangements,” and subject @ c 
faithful brother, fo the most unfeeling abuse, because, _ 
forsooth, he isan universalist! Is this masonry? Is 
this equality? Have“ kings and potentates” set us such 
examples?. And are masons bound to imitate them ? 
If so,—if this be masonry, may a righteons God and an 
enlightened community corisiga it to everlasting obli- 
vion. 

But the above is not all. It was-not enough that 
the officers of the day, and their orator, should thus 
ubuse an unoffending brother ; but they must, when he 
complains of the outrage, remain silent, and thus add 
abuse to the insult ajready committed. In behalf of 
the respected brother thus wantonly insulted, we asic 
restitution—we demand it. And if, as we suspect, the . 
whole originated with the bigotted “ orator of the day” 
—we claim ‘his exposure. And while we offer the 
use of our columns to the parties concerned, we pro- 
raise them, that justice shall be done to all. The'pub- 
lick shali be the tribunal before whom this case shell 
be determined, and to the publick we most solemnly 
appeal. EDITOR. 

L____| 
OUTRAGEOUS IMPOSITION. 

The truth ot the following statements is attested by 
a gentleman of the first respectability, whose name is 
left with the editor of this paper, and will be surrender- 
ed if necessary. The fact appears to be this;—the 
priests and their sattellites are bent on their own des- 
truction; and the real friends of christianity have rea- 
son to fear that the limitarians will destroy ail confi- 
dence in religion of any kind. Twrive avypRep 
families in the county of Wayne, are represented, by 
these money-loving priests and their simple adherents 
as being destitute of a Bible!! Whal an infamow 

falsehood! We should think these Bible-Society-folks 
would do well to read a certain book, which says 
somewhere—* Thou shalt not bear false witness 
against thy neighbour.” 
FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
* O; beauteous es ee be sullied by 
Evrour’s breath 
It has been publicly proclaimed by the run- 
ners and advocates for the bible societies in 
this part of the country, that in the. county of 
Wayne, there were no less than 1200 families 
destitute of a bible. Your correspondent, in 
common with his fellow-citizens of Wayne 
county, feels somewhat indignant, that a report 
so destitute of truth, and so degrading to the 
character of the e of this county, should 
be put into circulation to slander us; and the 
writer, Since said statement has been made, 
vhas taken some pains to ascertain whether 
"there really are 1200 families in this county, 
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whorarc in the wretched situation above allu- 
ded to. As yet, I have not been able to hear 
of & single family of white people, who are 
able fo read, that are without a copy of the 
holy scriptures. Nor doI believe there are 
25 families in the county who are without that 
good book. 'To those who have related such 
things of us, I would, (if they are not included 
in’ the 1200 destitute families and have no 
bible,) referthem, when they have any leisure 
time, to Proverbs, xii. chapter 22d verse, (to- 
gether with many other passages'which speck 
against slander and falsehood;) «Lying ‘lips 
ave-an abomination to the Lord, but they that 
deal truly are his delight.” 

The above is enough to convince any ra- 
tiotial, unprejudiced mind, that not the least 
reliance can beplaced in the truth of what 
these ‘* Bible Society, Missionary Society, 
Tract Society; and rag-bag Society” people 
are preaching tothe world. ‘The truth is, 
theyshave great. trouble. about the welfare of 
eee souls, but care but little about their 

tes: : The Money is what they are after ; 
and there is nothing too exalted to be trampled 
an--nething too sacred to be violated, if they 
can_enly built up their own order and thereby 
enrich a lazy priesthood, 


a A Haver or Lies, 
Palmyra, Aug. 23d, 1827. 


Since receiving the above, we have noticed the fol- 
lowing in the:Palmyra Sentinel. 
f7 HEREAS, certain individuals are per- 
W ambulating this community, asking do- 
nations in money, for the purpose of purchas- 
ing Bibles to be distributed among families that 
are déstitute of a copy, and not able to procure 
ohe : And whereds it is stated as an induce- 
ment’ to donations for this purpose, that there 
are twelve hundred families in ‘ this very coun- 
ty,” who are destitute of a bible—believing 
that it 44 the duty of every mah, who is, in 
sincerity and truth, (according to the gospel 
meaning of the term,) “a christian” to ‘use 


—— Rate 
“The following notes from Mr. Badger, it is. supposed, 
are designed to advertise the reader of his intention 
to reply to the letters of br. W. I. Reese, which baye 
heretofore appeared in. our columns. Weare glad 
to. hear of his determination to do so; and hope that 
much good will result from the controversy. There 
are some things, however, in the following notices, 
which seem to indicate a little acrimony ; we, allude 
to the * fists” (as our devil would call them.)— 
We hope some other weapons will be used by our 
respected correspondent; for our readers are.fond of 
argument, And, by the by, the antagonist of Mr: 


Badger has teo much “pluck,” if we. may borrow 
the word, to be refuted with such displays ofmannel 
strength. “We ope all parleying will cease, and 
ads 


the parties come to issue as soon as leisure will 
mit, 

FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

Mr. Bavcer’s Nore ro Mr. Reese: 


Sir :—I! have just reached my residence from Nia- 
gara county, where the “ New York Western Chris- 
tian Conference” held its annual session, and am now 
preparing for the * United States annual Conference,” 
which is tocommence next week at West-Bloomfield 
in which T am deeply interested. 

Your letters [7SHALL be attended to in JUS- 
TICE and MERCY as soon as leisure will admit. 

Respectfully yours, 
J. BADGER, 

Mr. 'W. I. Reese. 

West-Mendon, Sept. 1, 1827. 

Mr. Bapcer’s Note to Mr. Asnor. 


Str :—1 thank you for the respectful manner in 
which you’have spoken of me in your letter to the 
editor of the Advocate; you beve doue memuch Tio- 
nour.. fassure you, sir; |-have no disposition to cavii 
about the premises, for no man in the world woubd be 
more happy.than myseif to neet an opponent. before 
the same congregation, on the subject——but this I shall 
never have the pleasure of; unless I can find u person 
of greater PoWERS andrLUcK than my good neigbour 
i R possesses: But as the business has, and con- 


| tinues to shape, it is my duty before I lay my founda- 
| tion, FIRST’TO REMOVE THE (RUBBISH... 


Respectfully yours, J. BADGER. 


Mr, F, Aprot. 
West-Mendon, Sept. 1, 1827. 


FOR THE GOSPEL. ADVOCATR. 





his utmost endeavors’to refute calumny, to dis- 
pel error, and disseminate the important ‘and 
salutary.truths of religion, to the utmost of 
his ability—-I hereby publicly pledge myself to 
furnish, on application, at my own cost, and 
free.of any subscription or donation funde, ev- 
ery head ofa family, in the town of Palmyra, 
destitute, and not, able to procure it, with a 
copy. of the Bible, well printe-tand subtantially 


, bound. 
. TRUMAN: HEMINWAY. 

Palmyra, August.9, 1327. 

P.' 8. It isnow near a month, since Mr. Heminway | 
thué-publickly offered to supply the destitute in Pal- , 
myra ‘with bibles at his own expense; and we are 
credibly ‘informed that he has not yet had a call for i 
one! © Tempora! 6 Mores! 


Viarve is a qualification none but the pure 
in heart.can possess, The foundation must be 
permanent or the fabrick will easily be shaken. 
The mind must be engaged in her service and 
in love with her amiableness; or. the mask 
will eventually fall from the wearer, unveiling 
those disagreeable qualities, still more exag- 
gerated, as the artificial bloom of beauty will 


. leave the countenance more wan and ghastly. 


Her.real votarics are, not. so. often. found. in 
the gay circle where vanity reigns and pleas- 
ure succeeds pleasure ;. where the refinements 
of taste are exercised only in, the external ac- 
complishments, the passions unrestrained, and 
the mind uncultivated ; but in the middle sta- 
tions of life, unexposed to the many tempta- 
tions of the affluent, the mind does not be- 
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come. satiated with tne fruitless anticipation of 
* new pleasures ; but left free to contemplate 
noble objects, and to search into deep subjects. 
It is in retirement that virtue, as a celestial 

, desires to grow, ‘tis there her buddin 
beauties unfold, and delicious fruit is tasted. 
Nourished by the skilfel hand of nature she 
becomes stately plant ; not storms or tempest, 
cam-move one 80 deeply rooted. It is there she 
receives lessons the maltitude cannot teach ; 
in understanding the movings of her own mind, 

she learns “to possess her soul in patience.” 
When called to appear in the social circle, 
in the capacity of wife, friend, or mothér, she 
is cheerful, yet unassuming ; her countenance 
expressive oF that zt, th of serenity and plea- 
sure, that ‘queens might envy, arising frum a 
consciousness of having done all things as con- 
science dictated: She imparts a pleasing sym- 
pathy on all around. Her attractive influences 
cannot be repelled by the licentious ; they by 
her e ing ‘manners are constrained to ac- 
knowledge her worth.’ When conversing with 
the bigotted or contentious, she will gently 
waive the point, referring to that period when 
all will see alike, “‘ when the watchmen shall 
see eye to eye.” Wisdom by her is justifi- 
ed, prudence exercised, discretion matured, 
and beauty perfected. She “ will shrink as 
the sensitive plant” from the bustle and parade 
of the vain glorious. Prompted only by mo- 
tives of sincerity and candour she would con- 
tribute to the welfare of mankind, ever willing 
to give her advice to the unreflecting, or lend 
the assisting hand to friendship in danger, or 
berate in distress. How faithful is she, in 
admonishing her female charge, ever remind- 
ing them of the danger of falling—or forsaking 
her pleasant paths—falling no more to rise— 
a “ withered, a blighted” object of compassion. 
Are these thy excellencies O Virtue !—-may 
you ever find faithful followers who prostrate 

themselves befure thee thy real worshippers. 

Syivina. 

Columbus, O. August 11th, 1827. 





ADVOCATE AND INVESTIGATOR. 


‘* EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THS FarrH.” 








CHENANGO ASSOCIATION. 
This association of believers in the Abrahamick 
faith convened at the Universalist meeting house in 
Brooklyn, Pa. on the 2%h ultimo, The meeting was 


present on the joyful occasion; and peace, and love, 
and harmopy prevailed, The minutes. and cireular 
letter will appear in pur celunms in due time. 


The intelligence, received, trom the, societies belong. | 
ing to, the association, was, caleylated, to excite the, 


gratitude of the frjends.ot Zion, and, give birth to the 
most, gladsome hopes of future prosperity. Soon after, 
the copneil_was organizes, a letter inom the society at 
Brooklyn, was read, which gave a cheering welcome to 





the visiting brethren, and evinced avery friendly de- 
sire on the part of the brethren of that place to render 
the eccasion ar happy one. After stating the necessary — 
particulars relative to the prosperity of the cause in 
that place, the letter informed us of a circumstance 
which cast a gloom over the council,.and doubtless 
elicited a prayer from every heart. that Heaven might 
avert the impending calamity. The fact to which we 
allude is expressed in the following extract. The 
cup. of human felicity is frequently mixed with ellos, 
and while recounting to you the blessings that have 
been showered upon us here, we cannot forbear te 
mention to, you, that an all-wise Providence has seen 
fit to deeply afflict us amidst our prosperity. Our 
beloved brother, Cha’s G.Marsh,who.has been labour- 
ing with usin the ministry with a zeal and devoted, 
ness worthy of his Master’s cause, is now. almost con- 
fined by lingering disease ab@ bodily infirmities. The 
severe indisposition under ‘Which he,now labours we 
fear will prevent his attendance on the Council and at 
the meetings ;—the pleasure of which his ardent soul 
has long anticipated with the fondest delight.” The 
letter caatinues— 

“ The sickness of Br. Marsh is a calamity severely felt 
by our society, and by the surrounding sections of our 
country ;—and every benevolent heart truly and sin- 
cerely petitions the Almighty Disposer of events, to 
restore him to health and usefulness if consistent with 
his divine will.” It may not be amiss to remark, that 
Br. M. has been eminently useful in his labours both in 
preaching and as the editor of the “ Candid Examiner”’ 
which has heen discontinued in consequence of his 
ill health. Coatrary to the expectations ofhis friende, 
however, he was able to attend the afiernoun services: 
of Wednesday, and took part in the deliberations of 
the Counc. Brs. James Smith and: Amos Beiley 
were the delegates from that society. 

The second Universalist society of Oxford, through 
their delegate, Br. T. Mackam, petitioned ‘for and re- 
ceived the fellowship of thé association, This society 
has flourished under the preaching of Br. Shannon, 
and we pray God it may continue to be watered with 
the dew of divine grace. 

The society at Mt. Pleasant, Wayne co. Pa. was 
represented in council by their delegates, Brs. T. 
Wheeler, and J. Stearns, thiough whom, they also re- 
quested the fellowship of the association, and ‘received 
the same, This society has been favoured ‘with afew 
discourses from. Br. Crandall, (now no.more) occasion- 
al discourses by Br. Marsh, and recently have been 
privileged with the eminently .uscful labours of Br. 


, Ferrs. They desire help from our ministering breth+ 
large and highly.respectable, Eleven ministers were | 


ren, and would rejeice to hear the dispensation of the 
good word of God. 

* The first Restitutionalist Church and Society of the 
town of McDonough,” received the fellowship of the.. 
assaciation.. The condition of the. cause: in that: re- 
gion. is said to be. flattering. Truly, the wilderness 
blossoms like the rese. This society was: represented 
by their delegates, Brs. Goddard and. G. W. Stockwell. 
Br. Shannon has aleo laboured with them ij word and 


doctrine. 
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The society in Smithville, Pa. was represented by 
their delegate, Br. Silas Genson. Truth. progresses 
in that region with a firm and steady step, and errour 
recedes before its all conquering march. 

We cannot give a better acoount of the cause in Sesh- 
equin and that vicinity, than is expressed in the letter 
ofthe society‘at that place. We extract the following; 
“'Weall remain steadfast in that hope which is as an 
anchor to the soul, and although we have had but oc- 
Casional opportunities of hearing the word, for the year 
past, yet there has been no diminution of faith or num- 
bers; and we are zealously engaged’ in erecting a 
building for publick worship, and corifidently hope to 
bring about its completion in the course of another 
yetr."—'Thus we witness the spread of truth, and cao- 
not be too thankful that our brethren are alive to the 
interests of Zion. Brs. Ebenezer Shaw, and Jabez 
Fish were the delegates frém that society. 

Brs. Solomon Waite and Stephen Ballou (brother 
to the venerable Hosea Ballou) represented the socie- 
ty at Preston and McDonough. The cause triumphs 
in ‘that région. ‘The same remark applies to the socie- 
ty at Walton, N. Y. which was represented by Brs. 
S. Btls and §. “Ells 3rd; and also to the society at 
Pitcher, N. Y. 

The society at Harford, was represented by Brs. 
F.. Peck, and J. K, Adams. [tis small in numbers, but, 
we trust, growing in grace and spiritual strength. 


We have thus given a brief sketch of the cundition | 


of our cause within the limits of the association, think- 
ing it would be agreeable to our readers. Circum- 
stances beyond our controu! prevented us from staying 
to partuke of the spiritual bounties of the Lord’s House 
ou the second day of the meeting. The society at 
Brooklyn, where the association convened, have erect- 
ed and completely finished a neat and convenient house 
for publick worship, in which the multitude assembled 
to listen to the good tidings of great joy. There we 
beheld the hoary heads of our fathers in Israel—there 
we saw the middle aged and the young, with cheerful 
colntemances, and hearts apparently filled with love 
divine ;—and there, too, we saw the messengers of 
peace, with the rich and consoling words of life and 
salvation dropping from their iips. 

We left the happy place on the morning of Wednes- 
day,to * wend our way” over the hills and the vallies. 
And ifthe unhappy wife of Lot had as strong tempta- 
tion to look back, as we had to return to the place of 
worship, it would have been cruel to transfix her ina 
pillar ofsalt! Like clouds, and ike doves toy their 
‘windows, the intelligent inhabitants oi that vicinity 
were seen repairing with joyful haste te partake of 
the delightful exercises of the occasion, and the heart 
must be cold indeed that could witness their zeal 
without feeling a strong inclination tobe with them, 
both in bedy and spirit. May propitious heaven or- 
dain that good may grow out of this season of rejoicing, 
and that every soul concerned may be abundantly 
blessed in the consequences resulting from such con- 
vocations.  _ 
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FALSE TEACHERS, . 
( Continued. ) 


2. Another thing which distinguished false 
teachers in apostolick days was, they brought 
into the church damnable heresies, or heresies 
of destruction, as the original expression is 
more properly rendered. See 2 Peter.ii. 1.-— 
What heresies car be more destructive than 
the doctrines which are preached by those 
men who profess to be the, peculiar servants of 
God? They have destroyed the peace, the 
union, the sympathy, and the dives of mankind. 
The peace of wankind has been destroyed by 
these heresies. How many have been driven 
to despair by the expectation of being sent to 
an eternal hell, or by the fear that some dear 
connexion has already gone there, The union 
of mankind has been destroyed by the same 
means. Families have been broken up, hus- 
bands and wives, parents and children have 
been separated, by means of these heresies. 
Sympathy has been destroyed, and the sources 
of human compassion have been . dried up. 
Those who were once united by. every, tie of 
nature have been by these heresies, so far 
changed tu what they call godlike feeling, as 
to anticipate with composure, if not with joy, 
the eternal misery of one another, How com- 
pletely in such hearts is sympathy annihilated ! 
The same doctrines have destroyed the lives 
ofmany. We will not go back to inquire how 
many martyrs have been dragged to the stake 
by men inoved by the influence of such doc- 
trines, we will look at the present effect. We 
have known mothers to murder their children, 
and men, women, and children to commit, sur- 
cide, in consequence of believing these doc- 
trines. Despair, produced by fear of the eter- 
nal wrath of God, has been the fruitful cause 
of such effects. Now doctrines which destroy 
the peace, union, sympathies and lives of man- 
kind, may justly be called heresies of destruc- 
tion. ‘They bring on those who believe them, 
** swift destruction.” 

3. False teachers of old denied -‘+ the Lord 
that boughtthem.” See 2 Peter ii. 1. Jude, 
verse 4. Wicked and false as they were, the 
Lord Jesus had bought them ;.. but they denied 
him. - Not that they actually and openly dis- 
owned ; “for they Were not honest enough to 
do that; but they denied his attributes and 
glory. There are teachers now who deny 
“the Lord that bought them.” Although we 
are informed explicitly in the word of God 
that he gave himself a ransom for all, they 
deny that he bought al! mankind. In denying 
that he “* will have all men to be’Baved,” they 
deny either his power or goodness. If they 
say he can save al! men, but will not, they deny 
his goodness ; and if they say he would, but 
cannot, they deny his power. This is, ii one 


| sense, “ denying the Lord that bought them.” 
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4. The false teachers of old spoke ‘‘ great 
swélling words of vanity,” 2 Peter ii. 18. Jude, 
verse'16. Their object undoubtedly was to 
appear like learned and great men. * What 
they lost on the score of honesty, they were 
determined to add to that of learning.’ ‘There 
are.such teachers nows:«Vain in themselves, 
they cre desirous of exciting the wonder of 
men at their qualifications, Hence we hear 
them use language unintelligible to the com- 
mon people. ‘Topreach a true discourse is a 
secondary object compared to preaching a 
learned ‘and elegant’ one: “Jesus™cameé™ into 
the world “to bear witness unto the truth.” 
Paul says, ‘* my speech and my preaching was 
not withguahiouds words of man’s wisdom, but 
in demonstration of the spirit and of power.” 
‘‘ In the church,” he says again, “ I had ra- 
ther speak five words with my understanding, 
that by my voice I might teach others, than 
ten thousand words in an unknown tongue.” 
Here then is an essential difference between 
true and false teachers,—the object of the one 
is to communicate truth,. of .the..other to ob- 
tain the praise of mien with ‘* great swelling 
words of vanity.” : 

5. False teachers utter “‘ hard speeches” 
against the Lord. Jude says, verses 14, 15, 
‘* Behold the Lord cometh with ten thousand 
of his saints, to execate judgement upon all ; 
and to convince all that are ungodly among 
them of all their ungodly deeds, which they 
haye ungodly committed, and of all their hard 
speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken 
against him.” 
hard speeches against the Lord? Ans,. False 
teachers. 
Father ;” they deny that he loves us; they 
deny that he has taken as much care of our 





| 


What class of men now utter | 
| authors of such accounts have been 
Some men deny that God is “ our | 


future éverlasting welfare, as of our temporal | 


happiness ; and they assert that he has or- 


dained that a part of his creatures shall be in | 


indiscribable misery forever, merely for his 
own honour and glory. [s not this uttering 
hard speeches against the Lord? Suppose the 
clergy should say with respect to our beloved 
Washington, that he was not the Father of 
the American people; that he did not love 


the trade is his own emolument. The~mar- 
ket is now principally removed to heathen - 
lands, where the trade is. briskly carried. on.—. 
The prices are generally set upon souls by the 
clergy, who regulate them, not as we do the 
prices of other articles by their value, but by 
the wants and exigencies of ane trader. J have. 
known immortal souls to sell for a dollar a 
piece, which 1s less than we generally buy 
sheep and calves. ‘The reason that this syb- 
ject is introduced, kind reader, is to show you 
that one part of the business of a false.teach- 
er is to ‘‘ make merchandise” of men. ¥ 
7. False teachers of old made use of *‘ feign- 
ed words.”. . Peter says,,‘‘and through covet- 
ousness shall they with feigned words made 
merchandise of you,” 2 Peter ii.3. They did 
not make merchandise of men with trath.— 
The words and stories they made use of for 
that purpose were false, and they knew they 
were false, for they themselves invented them. 
How quickly this brings to mind,:pot only the 
legends .and pious frauds of the Romish 
Church, but the pious frauds also of the pre+ 
sentage. How many such have been publish- 
ed in tracts and circulated among the rising 
generation. Stories concerning the renuncia- 
tion of Universalism by a person in. the ago- 
mes of death, concerning the death: of one 
styled an infidel, and concerning a dying pa- 
rent’s advice, have been published in tracts, 
when we have had good reason to believe they 
were forged, These stories, feigned words, 
appear without names, places, or dates, one 
very strong circumstance against them. The 
up- 
on to give the persons, and the times and pla- 
ces where the events transpired; but, in gen- 
eral, by a determined silence, they have shown 
that itis safer to invent the accounts alone, 
than toinvent dates, names, &c. to accompany 
them. In some few instaaces however, where 


' there was the most apparent detection, the 


them ; that h@ neglected their greatest and | 


most important interests, and that merely to 
gratify his own caprice, he had thrust a part 
af the people from hie favour and regard, 
would not every hones: min say they had*de- 
famed ? Would not such speeches be consid- 
ered hard? I can conceive of nothing which, 
if true, would cast more dishonor’ upon. the 


character of God, than the creed of Calvin, ' 


and its kindred doctrines. Reader, when you 
hear.a minister utter hard speeches against 
the Lord, recollect, you therein have one 
mark of a false teacher. 

~ 6. False. teachers make merchandise of 
men. See f Péter ii. 3. This is the sure 
mark of a false teacher; and the object of 


_ of Universal 
| it? Have they heared it 


| 


falsehood has been acknowledged... The Bap- 
tists in North Carolina, after having made a 
full experiment of all this deception, have 
come out and exposed it fully to the publick. 
A false teacher uses feigned words. 

8, Another prominent feature in the ,char- 
acter of the false teachers is this—they ‘‘ speak 
evil of things they understand not.”- See 2 
Poter ii. 12, Jude, verse 10. We have good 
rel suppose this was a habit with them, 

Peter and Jude mention it. {f such a 


habit was a mask of a false teacher in. the 


days of the apostles, it is so now. _And who 
are those who now speak evil of the things 
they understand not! Do those le who 
are continually speaking against the trine 
race anid Salvation, understand 
preached? Have 
they read the writings of those who have de- 
fended it? Have they conversed on the subject 
with those who believe it? ‘To all these ques- 
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{idtis we must return a negative answer. Or 
if in one or two instances they have done 
these things, was it not rather for the sake of 
pj, Me than for gaining information 
what the sentient was? ‘To what cause are 
the publick faults to be assigted ? Not to the 
natural inclination of the human mind, for 
that seeks knowledge ; but to the exertions of 
falsé teachers to keep the people in darkness. 
We must attribute it'to the clergy that people 
_ liave obtained the habit of speaking evil of 
they do ‘not understand; and such of 
the y as have sanctioned and prompted 
the practice, have given the world, to say the 
leat, one proof that they are false teachers. 
[To be, Continued.} 





From the Hartford Mirror. 

He who takes my pursc—steals—! ! ! 
But suppose he don’t take it ? 

We regret (but are constrained) to say, 
that the pitiable story of the robbery of a Mr. 
Avery of Vermont, is probably a sheer fabrica- 
tions That he had about $3000 when in Hart- 
ford, there is no doubt—but instead of'bur- 
rendering ‘it im’ Stafford woods, it is preity 
evident from all that appears, that when he 
started for Vermont on Monday succeeding 
the robbery he‘ took it with him. 

He never manifested any anxiety about his 
money afterhe declared himself to have been 
robbed, and ‘it was with much reluctance that 
he consétitéd ‘to go with his friends in pursuit, 
and when ‘he did go, it was on condition that 
lie was to come immediately back in order to 
go home: and after starting for home at I'l 
o’clock on Monday, he rode to Pittsfield, a dis- 
tance of 65 miles; before ‘he stopped for the 
night. The string with which his hands were 
tied has been examined, and it is ascertained 
that’he could have secured himself to the tree, 
and afterwards fastened his hands without the 
least difficulty, and as we before intimated, 
there is every reason to believe that the man 
was his own robber. 

Such offences are unfortunate for the com- 
munity, as well as destructive to the man by 
whom they come. Honest men will by and by 
refuse to be the bearers of valuable packages, 
for fear in case of loss or robbery of being 


sated: : 
HF Mr Avery’ be whiat we suspect billie 
hope the Vermont Yankees will know it, ° 
deal with him atcotding to his deserts. f 
MARRIED. 

At Scipio, un Wednesday last, by the editor of this 
paper; Mr: Soromox C. Dunxine of this village; to 
Miss Doxcra Hresarn of the former place. 

At Rochestér, on Saturday Ist inst. by the’ Hon. 
Moses Chapin, Extavu IF. Marsnatx, editor of the 
Album, to Mant Max, all of that village. 











TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Several .Communications are on file, but a’ press.of 
matter prevents their insertion as early as could be 
desired. four friends will be patient, they will be 
attended to. 

p——___ 

DIED in this village, on Monday last, Cano- 
Line, daughter of Wm. G. Burr, aged about eight 
years. 

iu Fleming, on ‘the Srd instant; Mrs. ZretoRnatt 
Watton, aged seyenty-four years. 





Poetic’ Deyvartment, 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
THE VOLCANO, 

Behold yon misty mountain high, 
Round which the gathering tenipésts fly, 

And everlasting sows abide : 
Tho’ tempests thunder round its ‘head; 
Around its base the harvests spread, 

And cattle feed, and rivers glide. 


All is eclipsed! a sudden night, 

Blots from my eyes the goodly sight; 
Ah, what portends this uproar wild ? 

Volumes of suffocating smoke, 

Havé from the tumbling étiminit broke, 
And all the lovely scene defiled. 


A t all living creatures stand ! 

While earth-boro thunders shake the land ; 
And flames of flashing fire ascend : 

Tremendous bellowings loud and dread, 

Burst from the tottering mountain's head, 
And broken burning rocks descend. 


Oh, what new horrours wait the plain, 
Rivers of fire pour down ahiain ; 
The natives fly in wild'‘amuaze : 
The crackling forests fire, and fall, 
Utter destruction threatens all, 
Rivers dry up, and cities blaze ¢ 


Gréat God of Nature and of Man, 
What Being can thy wisdom scan, 
Who imitate, ov compreh 
All Matter goverried by thy laws 
The first, the wonder-working canse) 
To thée' our hopes and prayers ascend. 
A mdistatr wow, and ndw v work 
* Muy from its pristine forti dé hurled, 
*. And systems roll and disappear; 
Tigges the Universe to thee, | 
Aré 


put vain shadows as flee, 





r 
Thine is the everlasting year. 


Oar. Wa 
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